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ALABAMA, a river of Alabama, formed
by the junction of the Coosa and the Talla-
poosa, a few miles above Montgomery. Af-
ter a course of about 300 miles, it joins the
Tombigbee and assumes the name of the
Mobile. It is navigable throughout most
of its course, and is used locally for trans-
porting cotton and forest products.
ALABAMA, the, a famous Confederate
raiding vessel, built at Birkenhead, England,
in 1862. At Terceira, one of the Azores, the
ship received guns, stores and coal from an-
other vessel. Captain Semmes then assumed
command, and on August 24, 1862, named
the vessel the Alabama and hoisted the Con-
federate flag. Before September 16 it had
destroyed Federal ships and provisions
valued at more than its own cost, and for
nearly two years afterward was the terror of
Union merchantmen in every sea. In all,
the Alabama captured sixty-five vessels and
destroyed property estimated at $4,000,000.
Swift-sailing cruisers scoured the seas in
search of the raider, and it was at length
forced to take refuge in the port of Cher-
bourg, on the coast of Normandy, June 11,
1864. A few days later, the United States
steamer Kearsarge, commanded by Captain
Winslow, also arrived at Cherbourg. June
19 a fight took place outside the port, and in
less than an hour the Alabama was sunk.
Semmes and others were picked up by an
English yacht.
Alabama Claims. Not many months after
the Alabama had commenced its destructive
career^ Mr. Seward, Secretary of State, in-
formed the British government that the
United States would claim damages for in-
juries done to American commerce by ves-
sels fitted out in British ports. At length
Great Britian was induced to submit to ar-
bitration the question of its responsibility in
regard to the escape of the Alabama. A con-
gress met at Geneva, December 17, 1871,
Consisting of representatives of Great Brit-
 ain and the United States, and of three mem-
bers appointed one each by the king of Italy,
the president of the Swiss Confederation and
the emperor of Brazil. The decision, given
September 15, 1872, was adverse to Great
Britain, which was ordered to pay to the
United States the sum of $15,500,000.
ALABAMA, university of, a non-sec-
tarian, coeducational institution established
by the state legislature and opened at Tus-
caloosa in 1831. It has more than 400 pro-
fessors and instructors, about 4,700 students
in residence and nearly as many enrolled in
its extension department. The library con-
tains about 125,000 bound volumes; the
grounds and buildings are valued at $5,000,-
000, and it has an endowment fund of more
than $4,635,000.
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A1/A.BASTER, a name applied to a gran-
ular variety of gypsum. It was much used by
the ancients for
the manufacture
of ointment and
perfume • boxes,
vases and the
like. It is usually
of a pure white
color and is so
soft that it can be
scratched with
the thumb nail.
It is found in
many parts of alabaster vessels
Europe, in great abundance and of peculiarly
excellent quality in Tuscany. From the finer
and more compact kinds, vases, clock-stands,
statuettes and other ornamental articles are
made, and from inferior kinds the cement
known as plaster of Paris.
A variety of carbonate of lime, closely re-
sembling alabaster in appearance, used for
similar purposes under the name of Oriental
alabaster, is found in caves in the form of
stalactites or stalagmites. It is distinguished
from true alabaster by being too hard to be
scratched with the nail.
ALADD'IN", the hero of one of the tales in
the Arabian Nights. He gains possession of
a wonderful lamp, which when rubbed, calls
to his aid a powerful genius who is obliged
to fulfill all of Aladdin's requests. Among
the wonderful things which Aladdin orders
the slave of the lamp to do for Mm, is to
build a palace for his bride. This is done in
a single night but later when the princess is
left alone in the house she is deceived by a

